Assignment #1
please consider whose approach to Civil Rights do you think makes more sense - Martin Luther King or Malcolm X.  Be sure to distinguish their two philosophies and then say who you think is right.  Be specific and talk about how they make their argument, focusing on the words they use.   

Please write a 500 word response in which you answer the prompt above.  Be sure to begin your response with an introduction paragraph in which you state the specific point you will prove - MLK or Malcolm X was right because.... Then prove that point in a series of body paragraphs. 

Start with the historical context first (what was going on at the time).  Do not talk about MLK or Malcolm X in this paragraph or two).  Be sure to cite your sources for the historical context.

Then discuss each person's response. Quote and analyze the words in their speeches to prove each thing you say about them.

Then explain why you think one is right, proving the point you made in the intro. 

Be sure to quote and cite the texts.  Be sure to analyze the language you quote to explain why it means what you say it does.  Show how the words work - the tone, the images, etc. to create meaning (as we did in our class meeting).  Provide citations for all historical info. 

End your response with a short conclusion in which you state why this matters today.
Short intro paragraph with your position clearly stated (.5 of a point)

1) Multi-paragraph body that justifies your position with quotes and analysis of the language from the speeches.  

2) Conclusion that explains why your position matters today 

3) Be at least 500 words (or else you may lose up to a point).

King: I Have a Dream 1963
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=smEqnnklfYs


Malcolm X: Message to the Grassroots 1963
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a59Kwp35Z80

Malcolm X: Ballot or the Bullet 1964
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CRNciryImqg

Assignment #2

Please select a contemporary news paper or magazine article on a current civil rights issue. criminal justice issues and responses like Black Lives Matter, LGBTQ+ rights, women's rights, immigrant rights, or any other civil right issue in the news in the past few years - and find a news article about it.  You then write a short review of the content of the article, explaining what it says and why it is a civil rights issue.

1) Describe the event and explain why it is a civil rights issue (use our discussions on rights and civil rights to explain),  Be sure to say who you think is right and why.  Quote the article and explain the importance of the quoted language.

2) After you analyze the article, add a short paragraph in which you discuss the reliability of the publisher (the newspaper or magazine or journal or website) - do you trust it?  Does it have a a position?  In other words, if the article is from the New York Times, this part of your journal should be about the New York Times rather than the article itself.  This will help you learn to evaluate the reliability of publications and other sources.  

Assignment 3
